












THE 


CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 








a hrtrtiens 











Vou. V.] 


[No. 11. 





| ee ci eet 


| 





For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


-1 Funeral Discourse, occasioned by 
the death of’ Mgs. Harrier Lew- 
1s, delivered in St. Paul’s Church, 
Huntington, May 21,1826. By 
the Rev. Menzies Rayner, rector 


of said Church. 


1 THEsSS. iv. 18. 


Wherefore, comfort one another 
with these words. 


Ir will be seen at once, that this 
closing sentence refers immediately 
to some foregoing remarks—some 
communications which the Apostle 
had just been making, calculated to 
administer comfort and consolation 
to the Christians to whom he was 
writing, in their afflictions and suf- 
ferings : and especially under that 
most painful of all earthly bereav- 
ments, the separation occasioned by 
death, among near and dear rela- 
tives, and friends, and companions. 
He describes and illustrates the am- 
ple sources of consolation revealed 
to us in the gospel, in relation, par- 
ticularly to our departed friends, 
and the sorrow and anxiety which 
is naturally occasioned by their se- 
paration from us, by the inevitable 
stroke of death. In such an event, 
it is impossible to suppress the in- 
quiry, at least in our own minds, as 
to what may be their state and con- 
dition, when thus removed from 
among us, and to human view, ex- 
tinct, and incapable of perception 
VOL. V. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


or sensation of any kind.—Are they 
as though they had never been’? 
Have they ceased to exist? Have 
they no longer any being? Is the 
dear connection which subsisted 
between them and ourselves dis- 
solved for ever? Shall we never 
see them more? Have we no fur- 
ther interest in them, nor they in 
us ? And shall we soon follow them, 
and be lost in forgetfulness and ob- 
livion, and like them be for ever 
unknowing and unknown ? 

Such inquiries are naturally ex- 
cited—such reflections unavoida- 
bly press themselves upon the 
minds of bereaved and afflicted sur- 
vivors, especially on the death of 
an intimate acquaintance and friend, 
with whom they have been united 
in bonds of consanguinity, or mu- 
tual affection. . 

In the verses preceding the text, 
the Apostle has furnished the most 
satisfactory answer to these anxious 
inquiries ; & has given assurances, 
which are calculated and sufficient 
to compose and elevate the mind 
under such reflections. He begins 
the subject by saying—But I would 
not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them that are asleep; 
that ye sorrow not even as others 
which have no hope. To mourn 
on account of the death of our 
friends, is natural, and is not for- 
bidden by any precept of the chris- 
tian religion. Indeed, to attempt 
to restrain ull sentiments and all 
expressions of grief and sorrow on 
4} 
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such an occasion, would offer vio- 
lence to the finest feelings and best 
sympathies of our nature; and it 
would also be contrary to many 
pious examples, recorded both in 
the Old and New Testament. The 
excellent Joseph mourned on ac- 
count of the death of his aged fa- 
ther Jacob, and fell upon his face, 
and wept upon him and kissed him, 
and commanded the physicians to 
embalm him. Devout men carried 
the martyr St. Stephen to his bu- 
rial, and made great lamentation 
over him And Jesus, the Saviour, 
wept at the grave of his friend La- 
zarus. It is only when grief is in- 
dulged in an extreme, and when the 
expressions of it are carried be- 
yond the bounds’ of moderation 
and decency, that it is improper 
and injurious. The Apostle does 
not enjoin it upon the Thessaloni- 
ans not to sorrow at all; but that 
they should not sorrow for them 
that are asleep, as those who have 
no hope. He here alludes to the 
situation and to the customs of the 
pagan world, who are said to have 
no hope. For although the wiser 
and more reflecting among them 
had some ideas of a future state, 
and of immortal blessedness ; yet 
the greater part were buried in ut- 
ter darkness, ignorance, &nd cor- 
ruption, and viewed death as an 
éternal sleep of body and soul.— 
And the light and knowledge which 
the best of them possessed, was so 
faint and uncertain, compared with 
that which is communicated by di- 
vine revelation, and especially by 
the gospel, that comparatively they 
had no hope. Consequently, in 
calamity and affliction, they gave 
themselves up to the most extrava- 
gant expressions of grief and des- 
pair. Their sorrow for the dead 
was often expressed in the most 
excessive, and cruel, and impious 


manner. They tore their hair, 

beat their breasts,cut and tore their 

flesh, and exhibited every sign of 
raving madness and desperation. 

Such sorrow, and such express- 
ions of it, the Apostle admonishes 
the Thessalonians to avoid, as in- 
consistent with their profession and 
their hopes as Christians. Sorrow 
we may—sorrow we must ; and to 
be incapable of it, or entirely to 
suppress it, would prove ourselves 
destitute both of natural affections 
and of Christian, t@mderness and 
sympathy. But@br sorrow should 
be sober, moderate, and silent: free 
from ostentation, and under the go- 
vernment of reason and religion. 

The Apostle proceeds to enforce 
the recommendatiun given as to the 
moderation of our sorrow for de- 
parted Christian friends, by the 
most important and animating con- 
siderations, drawn from the light 
which the Gospel communicates, 
and the faith and hope which it in- 
spires. For, says he, if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus, 
will God bring with him. 

The Apostle here directs us to 
look forward in joyful expectation 
of the day, when these mortal bo- 
dies which are laid down in the 
grave, and are dissolved into dust 
and ashes, shall be restored again 
to life and vigor, no more to return 
to corruption. And this is wholly 
a doctrine of divine revelation.— 
Homan reason would scarcely have 
suggested the idea, and human in- 
credulity would have ridiculed it. 
Thus, when St. Paul preached to 
the Athenians, and declared the 
doctrine of the resurrection, they 
mocked him. 

And although this interesting 
truth may be faintly traced in va- 
rious parts of the scriptures of the 
Old Testament, and in a few in- 





stances is asserted with considera- 
ble emphasis; yetto the New Tes- 
tament revelation, the Gospel of 
our Saviour, are we chiefly indebt- 
ed for the glorious doctrine—the 
blessed assurance of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. In this evangel- 
ical dispensation, life and immor- 
tality are clearly brought to light. 
Jesus Christ is declared to be the 
resurrection and the life: and 
hence the doctrine is founded upon, 
and its certainty argued, from his 
own resurrection from the dead.— 
If Jesus died and rose again—If we 
believe this, (and no believer in the 
Gospel can doubt it,) then we must 
also believe the certainty of our 
own resurrection. For he was not 
sent into the world, nor did he suf- 
fer death, and rise again from the 
dead, as a private character, and 
on his own account; but as our 
surety, representative, and fore- 
runner. So that his resurrection 
is an earnest and a pledge that we 
also shall be raised incorruptible. 

Hence the Apostle says, in an- 
other place, Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that sleep ; for 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 

It is worthy of remark, that the 
Apostle represents the death of 
Christians, under the similitude of 
sleep. Them also that sleep in 
Jesus, will God bring with him.— 
This suggests a most comfortable 
reflection—-that our departed 
friends, for whom we mourn, and 
on account of whose separation 
from us we are sorrowful, are but 
as it were, fallen asleep. The 
grave is the bed in which they are 
laid to rest, till the morning of the 
resurrection,when their vile bodies 
shall be raised immortal, and fash- 
ioned like unto the glorious body 
of their risen and exalted Saviour, 


Funeral Discourse. 





325 







according to the mighty working 
whereby he is able to subdue all 
things unto himself. They sleep in 
Jesus—in covenant and union with 
him, and in his protection and care, 
and with him they shall finally be 
gathered and glorified in body and 
soul, in the kingdom of his Father, 
and our Father, of his, God, and 
our God. How endearing is the 
idea, that our departed Christian 
friends sleep not alone in the 
grave—they sleep in Jesus, in his 
protection, and in the arms of his 
redeeining love. 


The graves of all his saints he blest, 
When in the grave he lay, 

And rising thence their hopes he raised, 
To everlasting day. 


Then joyfully, while life we have, 
To Christ, our life, we'll sing, 

Where is thy victory, O grave, 
And where, O death, thy sting? 


The Apostle proceeds with the 
subject of the resurrection, and the 
events connected with it. For 
this, I say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. Our blessed Saviour 
told his disciples, that it was not for 
them to know the times and the 
seasons which the Father had put 
in his own power. It is supposed 
by some, that St. Paul had the idea 
that the coming of Christ, and the 
general resurrection, were events 
near at hand, and that some who 
were then alive, would remain up- 
on earth until their accomplish- 
ment. The verse last quoted fa- 
vours this opinion, for, says he, we 
which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord, &c. Be 
this as it may, and at whatever 
period these things shall take place, 
such as may thén be alive, and re- 
main upon earth, will be no hin- 
derance to the rising of those that 
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sleep, or that are tn their graves. 
Nay, the next verse assures us, 
that these shall be the first to hear 
and obey the divine summons.— 
For, says the Apostle, the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of 
God; andthe dead in Christ shall 
rise first. 
We are here assured that the 
Lord -himself—that is, the Lord 
Jesus, the Mediator, shall descend. 
He that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all 
things ; will once more descend to 
these lower regions, the place of 
his humiliation and sufferings ; to 
finish the last part of his mediato- 
rial office, and to complete the tri- 
umphs of his cross. 

He will come, says the passage, 
with ashout. And doubtless it will 
be the shout of victory and of joy, 
of which the term, as used in,the 
scriptures, is commonly expres- 
sive. Hence, when the corner 
stone of creation was laid, as de- 
scribed in the book of Job, it is 
said, the morning stars sang togeth- 
er, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy. ‘nthe direction for build- 
ing the second temple, it was pro- 
mised that the head stone thereof 
should be brought forth with shout- 
ing, crying grace, grace unto it; 
and when it was completed, it is 
said the people shouted aloud fer 

joy. When the ark of the cove- 
nant was brought into the camp of 
Israel, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout, so that the earth rang 
again. The Apostle employs the 
same expression to denote the joy 
and triumph which shall attend the 
second coming of the Redeemer, to 
put all enemies under his feet, to 
swallow up death m victory, and to 
complete the everlasting destinies 
ofthe human race. He shall de- 
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scend from Heaven with a show. 

A writer remarks, that ‘‘ the ori- 
ginal word signifies such a shout as 
is heard among seamen, when, (af- 
ter a long voyage,) they descry the 
haven, and with united voices cry 
out—a shore! a shore!’ And if 
the heavenly host, hailed the morn- 
ing of the Saviour’s nativity with 
songs of gratulation and joy,-when 
he came to put away sin by the sa- 
crifice of himself, how will they 
shout for joy, when, having com- 
pleted his commission, he.shall ap- 
pear the second time, without sin, 
unto salvation. Surely then, again 
the morning stars will sing togeth- 
er, and all the sons of God will 
shout for joy. Yea, heaven and 
earth will resound with shouts of 
victory and salvation, and angels 
and men may well unite in the fol- 
lowing appropriate hymn : 

Who is the king of glory, who? 

The Lord, that all his foes o’ercame, 
The world, sin, death, and hell o’erthrew, 
And Jesus is the conquerer’s name. 

Lo, his triumphal chariot waits, 

And Angels chant the solemn lay, 

Lift up your heads ye heavenly gates, 
Ye everlasting doors give way. 

He shall descend with « shout; 
and, says the Apostle, with the 
voice of an Archangel, and with the 
trump of God. His first coming, 
we are told by the Evangelist, was 
announced by the Archangel Ga- 
briel. His second appearing shall 
be proclaimed in like manner, and 
with the trump of God ; the sound 
of which shall penetrate the bow- 
els of the earth and the sea; and 
all the dead shall hear it and come 
forth, It will awaken the long, 
long sleepers into life, daylight and 
immortality. And, says the Apos- 
tle, the dead in Christ shall rise 
first. Then we which are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air. 
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What a majestic description of 
the terror, and triumph, and glory, 
of that great and last day. But 
this description is full of unspeak- 
able comfort and joy to the believ- 
er; and especially to all such as 
mourn the loss of departed friends ; 
for it assures them that then at 
legst, they shall meet again. They 
shall be caught up together in the 
clouds ; together they shall meet 
the Lord in the air; together they 
shall dwell forever. And to crown 
all our wishes, and all our blessed- 
ness, the Apostle declares, and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.— 
And this is agreeable to the pro- 
mise which our Saviour made to 
his disciples, a little before his de- 
parture from them. I will come 
again, and receive you to myself, 
that where | am there ye may be 
also. To be ever with the Lord, 


and ever with each other; free 
from the defects of corrupt nature, 
and mortal infirmities, in perfect 
friendship and harmony, loving and 


beloved forever ; this must be un- 
mingling felicity—the cup of hap- 
piness full to the brim, without the 
admixture of one bitter ingredient 
—the perfect consummation of all 
our wishes, and of all our hopes. 
Well might the Apostle say, in the 
language of the text, wherefore, 
comfort one another with these 
words, that is, with these conside- 
rations—these important and high- 
ly interesting truths, which I have 
now communicated to you for your 
encouragement and comfort, in 
your afflictions ; and especially with 
the view to moderate your grief 
and sorrow for them that are 
asleep—for those of your relatives, 
or Christian brethren, who by the 
providence of God, have been re- 
moved from you by death ; that ye 
sorrow not for them, even as 
others, who have no hope of meet- 
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ing them again, in a state of happi- 
ness and salvation. 

This was evidently the object of 
the Apostle, in this portion of his 
Epistle, which we have endeavour- 
ed to illustrate. The passage, and 
the subject has, I trust, been ap- 
propriate to the present mournful 
occasion. And if the discussion of 
it, and the reflections upon it, have 
been in any degree instructive and 
edifying to those present, and have 
afforded any consolation to the be- 
reaved relatives and connexions of 
our late deceased, and truly lament- 
ed young friend, my design and my 
best endeavours and wishes will 
have been answered. 

I bave always considered it an 
important duty to endeavour to 
heal the wounds which providence 
inflicts—to lighten the load of hu- 
man sufferings, and to point out the 
true sources of consolation under 
them. These are only found in an 
humble resignation to the will of 
God, in a firm reliance upon his 
wisdom and goodness, and a patient 
submission to his righteous dispen- 
sations ; especially, calling in to 
our aid, and embracing with pious 
ardour and gratitude, those glorious 
hopes and prospects which Chris- 
tianity furnishes, and which are ex- 
hibited in the gospel of our Say- 
iour. But for these, we might in- 
deed sorrow for them that are 
asleep, even as others who have 
no hope. But here is strong con- 
solation, and a sufficient refuge in 
time of trouble. 

If the fondest affection, and the 
most assiduous and unremitting at- 
tention, could have preserved life ; 
our deceased friend would still have 
survived. But the time of herde- 
parture was at hand—had arrived 
—she is gone.—We can yield her 
no further assistance ; she js be- 
yond the reach of our care’, our 
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sympathies, and our prayers ; she 
needs them not. She is in the 
hands of ner Maker and her Re- 
deemer ; and there we should be 
content to leave her. There also 
we may safely trust ourselves, and 
repose in quietness and confidence. 

In her sickness she was not in- 
sensible of her perilous situation, 
or careless as to the state of her 
mind. Suspicious of .herself, she 
was desirous of religious instruct- 
ion and counsel, as well as of pray- 
ers; anda short time before her 
decease, at her particular request, 
the holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ was administered 
to her. 

Few, perhaps, have possessed a 
more amiable disposition, or have 
been more uniformly blameless and 
inoffensive in their deportment.— 
But why do I mention these things 
in Telation to the deceased? For 
however excellent they may have 
been, and whatever pious senti- 
ments she may have possessed ; 


they never could procure for her, 
nor can they for any of the human 
race, the inestimable blessings of 


salvation and eternal life. Imper- 
fection is stamped upon every hu- 
man character ; there is none truly 
righteous, no not one. The only 
-hope for the best of us, is in the 
mercy of God, and the merits of 
Christ. These are the only foun- 
dation of our hope, and such, we 
trust was the faith and hope of the 
deceased. 

Grievous is the affliction and sor- 
row of the surviving relatives ; to 
have one of their little household 
circle, so early in life removed 
from among them. It is truly a 
chastening, which for the present is 
not joyous but grievous. May it 
be made to work for them the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
Sorrow not then, let me intreat 
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you, as those who have no hope, 
for if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again ; even so them also 
that sleep in Jesus, will God bring 
with him. 

She is gone but little before ; 
may you seek to be prepared to 
follow ; and may the blessed and 
animating hope of meeting her, end 
all your departed friends, in a state 
of permanent and unchanging feli- 
city, inspire you with submission 
and gratitude to God—with obedi- 
ence to his ordinances and his pre- 
cepts, and with a firm reliance on 
his mercy, through the riches of 
his grace in Christ Jesus. 

How solemnly and how forcibly 
do such events, as the one to which 
I have been alluding, teach us the 
uncertainty of life. Surely every 
man living is vanity—man walketh 
in a vain shadow—our life is but a 
vapour, which appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away.-— 
Our acquaintance and friends and 
relatives, and the inmates of our 
households, are one after another 
leaving us, and disappearing forev- 
er in this world. No age or con- 
dition gives us security for a day or 
an hour: And yet many appear to 
be as thoughtless and unconcerned 
as if they were immortal upon 
earth; or at least had a lease of 
life for many years to come. 

Surely it would be wise, some- 
times to call ourselves to an ac- 
count—to number our days—to 
consider our latter end—to reflect 
upon our present condition and our 
future prospects—the great things 
which have been done for us, and 
the great obligations we are under 
to the divine goodness. Such re- 
flections would have a salutary ef- 
fect upon our minds and our con- 
sciences, and our conduct—would 
abate our anxiety for the world and 
worldly things: would check and 
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restrain the turbulent passions; fitable to your readers, I take the 


animate our religious desires and 
devotions—make us friendly and 
charitably disposed towards each 
other—increase every innocent and 
rational enjoyment; increase also 
our hopes, and brighten our pros- 
pects of futurity, and qualify us 
more and more for that most desi- 
rable consummation, of which we 
have been speaking, and to which 
we all doubtless hope finally to at- 
tain—of being caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and of being 
forever with the Lord, in perfect 
and undisturbed tranquillity and 
happiness. ‘lo which blessed end 
and state—through all the pains, 
and perils, aod sorrows of life, may 
God finally conduct us all,—of his 
infinite mercies in Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer and Saviour.— 
Amen. 


—~> oe 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Mr. Epitor :—It is only a few 
years since | have heard the ap- 
pellations high Churchmen, bigh 
Church notions, heresies of the high 
Church, &c. used in reference to 
systems of doctrines and professed 
Christians in this country. I am 
neither high Church, nor low 
Church. I am not even acquaint- 
ed with the distinction between 
them. In consequence of this ap- 
pellation haying of late grown into 
extensive use, | have extracted 
from the Church Register, the re- 
marks which Bishop Horsley de- 
livered on this subject, in his pri- 
mary charge to the Clergy of the 
Diocese of St. David’s. He was 
speaking en the subject of the 
preacher's office, &c. Presuming 
that they may be gratifying and pro- 


liberty to request their insertion. 
An Old-Fashioned Churchman. 


““ Upon these topics, the clergy, 
of late years, have been more si- 
lent than is perfectly consistent 
with their duty ; from a fear, as I 
conceive, of acquiring the name 
and reputation of High Church- 
men. But my brethren, you will 
not be scared from your duty by 
the idle terror of a nick-name, art- 
fully applied, in violation of the 
true meaning of the word, to entrap 
the judgment of the many, and 
bring the discredit of a folly, long 
since eradicated, upon principles 
which have no connexion with it. 
You promote the stratagem of your 
enemies, you are assisting in the 
fraud upon the public, and you are 
accessaries to the injury to your- 
selves, if you give way toa dread 
of the imputation. To be a High 
Churchman, in the only sense 
which that word can be allowed to 
bear, as applicable to any in the 
present day, God forbid, that this 
tshould ever cease to be my public 
pretension, my pride, my glory !— 
To be a High Churchman, in the 
true import of the word in the En- 
glish language, God forbid that ever 
I should deserve the imputation. A 
High Churchman, in the true sense 
of the word, is one that is a bigot 
to the secular rights of the priest- 
hood. One who claims for the 
hierarchy, upon pretence of a right 
inheritant in the sacred office, all 
those powers, honours, and emol- 
uments, which they enjoy under an 
establishment ; which are held in- 
deed by no other tenure, than 
at the will of the prince, or by 
the law of the land. Bat in the 
language of our modern secta- 
ries, every one is a Hig Charch- 
man, who is not unwilling to re- 
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cognize so much as the spirit- 
ual authority of the priesthood ; 
every one, who denying what we 
ourselves disclaim, any thing of a 
divine right to temporalities, ac- 
knowledges, however, in the sacred 
character, somewhat more divine, 
than may belong to the mere hired 
servants of the state, or of the lai- 
ty, and regards the service, which 
we are thought to perform for our 
pay, as something more than a part 
to be gravely played in the drama 
of human politics. My reverend 
brethren, we must be content to 
be High Churchmen according to 
this usage of the word, or we can- 
not at allbe Churchmen. For he, 
who thinks of God’s ministers, as 
the servants of the state, is out of 
the Church—severed from it by a 
kind of self-excommunication.— 
Much charitable allowance is to be 
made for the errors of the laity 
upon points, to which it is hardly 
to be expected they should turn 
their attention of their own accord, 
and upon which, for some time 
past, they have been very imper-» 
fectly instructed. Dissenters are 
to be judged with much candor, 
and with every possible allowance 
for the prejudices of education.— 
But for those who’have been nur- 
tured in the bosom of the Church, 
and have gained admission to the 
ministry, if from a mean compli- 
ance with the humour of the age, 
or ambitious of the fame of liberal- 
ity of sentiment (for under that spe- 
cious name, a profane indifference 
is made to pass for an accomplish- 
ment,) they affect to join in the 
disavowal of the authority which 
they share, or are silent when the 
validity of their divine commission 
is called in question ; for any, [ 
hope they are few, who hide this 
weakness of faith, this poverty of 
religious principle, under the attire 
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of a gown and cassock, they are, in 
my estimation, little better than 
infidels in masquerade.” 


oe ae 


THE BIBLE. 


He that made the “eye must see, 
and He that made the intellect 
must know how to address and af- 
fect it by all the force, and power, 
and charm of words. And accord- 
ingly, the book of God, we find, 
has an empire over the mind, and 
beart, and soul of man, which is 
peculiar to itself ; and which alone, 
without all other argument demon- 
strates it to be divine. For what 
other book has ever appeared 
among us, so sublime and so famil- 
iar, so strange, and yet so true, ac- 
commodating the highest philoso- 
phy to the iowest intellect, and in- 
fusing and inspiring, as it were by 
charm, the most mysterious and 
celestial truths, and truths defying 
all the efforts of a merely carnal 
mind, to comprehend them, into 
the meanest and humblest capaci- 
ties. 


= ep 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
THE LAST ENEMY. 


O Death! thou destroyer of all 
that is earthly! Thou despoiler of 
whatever here is lovely! Thou 
last enemy whose dominion he will 
destroy, who did put all things un- 
der thee. Why comest thou? to 
rob us of the enjoyments lite af- 
ferds, and so soon to cut our pleas- 
ures off! All flesh is indeed grass, 
and withereth before thee! ‘The 
flower fadeth! The tree, despoiled 
of its fruit, is dried up and falleth 








fo decay ; because the Maker of all 
things bids return. His mandate 
must be obeyed. Yet, mayest thou 
not let alone this yearalso? Must 
the delights of sense and reason, 
the wisdom of the world, the pomp 
and pride of life be only ‘ a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away,’ at thy near 
approach ? 

And why come these, thy nume- 
rous attendants, a ghastly group of 
maladies, that chill the blood and 
rack this earthly frame, to prepare 
it for its dissolution? Pale disease 
and torturing pain are busy at thy 
bidding ; and why? but, that thou 
art loath to lend more time, to be 
profusely squandered in the pur- 
suit of worldly vanities. Sin too, 
hath sent these messengers of his, 
to demand his wages, with constant 
elamour. 

Is it thine, king of terrors! to 
sweep us off as with a flood, ato 
Oblivion’s dread abyss? Or will 
the Lord of life cast us off forever? 
Will he be no more entreated ? 
And when the life blood flows not 
—when the pulse has ceased to 
beat! and the throbbing heart lies 
still! will he let it die forever, in 
thy cold embrace, nor bid the 
streams of life again flow on ? 

True it is, that the rivers of 
worldly enjoyments must be dried 
up under thy feet. The bonds of 
affection, the ties of affinity and 
love must be severed. The joys 
which tenderest earthly connexions 
yield, however fair and blooming 
now, will then be as the stubble, 
fully dry. How deep soever the 
impression of these endeared 
names, father and friend, son and 
brother, husband, or wife, or sis- 
ter, or daughter, may be, thou wilt 
blot them out of the book of life, 
and the remembrance of them wall 
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be even as if traced in melting wax. 
The golden bow], which holds our 
choicest treasures will then be bro- 
ken, by thy ruthless touch! Thy 
hard uofeeling hand will dash in 
pieces the pitcher at the fountain : 
and quickly shall we be as water 
spilled upon the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up again. Still 
he, who gave this being at the first, 
guides and guards it in all worldly 
vicissitudes, and it will be forever 
at his wise disposal. 

Then thou, O death! terrible as 
an army with banners, and dreadful 
to the children of mortality here, 
wilt there be Heaven’s messenger, 
to all whom the searcher of hearts 
approves. Wherever faith un- 
feigned is, and its blessed fruits 
are found in full maturity ; grace 
divine will bless the parting hour. 

And, though thy fatal shaft must 
fly, nor ever flies in vain; yet it 
hath no sting, where sin is par- 
doned. 

Christ the Saviour, God’s anoint- 
ed, once submitted to its stroke, 
that be might give his faithful ones 
the victory. Safely will he con- 
duct them through the Jordan by 
which they are separated from the 
promised rest. Thy. dominion 
over this earthly body, O thou 
destroyer Death! will not be eter- 
nal sleep. All who rest in the 
Lord, or shall sleep with him, will 
hereafter ‘bear the image of the 
heavenly.’ And, though after our 
skin, worms must destroy these bo- 
dies, yet in our flesh shall we see 
God the Saviour. He will be thy 
destruction, O thou last enemy !— 
The mighty Conquerer, who divi- 
deth the spoils of the grave, and 
hath taken from thee all thy ar- 
mour, wherein thou didst trust, 
will at last lead thee into cap- 
tivity, with all thy captives, and 
42 
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thou shalt thyself grace the tri- 
umph of the King of kings, when 
his glory shall appear, and all 
the holy Angels with him. ‘He 
must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death.’ A. 


—_——~o 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Mr. Epiror :—!I do not know 
that the evil spoken of in the fol- 
lowing extract is growing among 
us, but in some of our Churches it 
exists to a considerable extent.— 
I have often seen a pretty large 
proportion of our country congre- 
gations in particular, sitting appa- 
rently in acareless and indifferent 
manner during the whole time of 
prayer. They may feel a devo- 
tional spirit, and their minds may 
be sufficiently abstracted :o enable 
them to cherish that spirit, but it 
seems to me impossible that this 
should be the fact, while their man- 
per evinces an irreverence and fa- 
miliarity, unsuited to the solemn 
acts of public worship. I will not 
enlarge upon a subject so compre- 
hensively and ably discussed by 
Bishop Porteus, in a pastoral letter, 
addressed to the clergy of the Di- 
ocese of London. I will only re- 
mark further, that there is a vast 
difference in the solemnity «nd fer- 
vour of those congregatious which 
universally kneel in their devo- 
tions, and those which, if not from 
the want of an humble sense of 
their own unworthiness, from some 
other cause, do not prostrate them- 
selvesin prayer. Entire uniformi- 
ty in this respect is not, perhaps, 
in this state of frailty and sin, to be 
expected, but every good Chris- 
tian should lend the influence of 
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his example and judgment, to pre- 
mote a practice so proper in itself, 
and so intimately connected with 
order, decency and reverence in 
our public devotions, as that of 
kneeling when we acknowledge 
our manifold sins and make our 
supplications to the Most High.— 
The practice of kneeling in prayer 
is recommended by the example 
of patriarchs, prophets and apos- 
tles, and whjch ought to have more 
weight than any other, by the ex- 
ample of our Saviour. 
Bowpen. 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 


From the Bishop of London to the 
Clergy of his Diocese. 


It may be thought, perhaps, that 
the posture of the body in offering 
up our prayers, is a circumstance 
too trivial, to deserve such serious 
hotice as this. But can any thing 
be trivial that relates to the Al- 
mighty Governor of the Universe ?. 
Does not every one know ton, that 
the mind and the body mutually act 
upon, and influence each other; 
and that a negligent attitude of the 
one will naturally produce indiffer- 
ence and inattention in the other % 
Look only at the general deport- 
ment of those who sit at their de- 
votions, without being compelled 
to it by necessity, and then say 
whether this remark is not founded 
in truth and in fact. Let me ap- 
peal to every man addicted to this 
practice, let me ask him whether, 
if he found it necessary to request a 
favour from any earthly sovereign, 
or even from any superior what- 
ever, he would prefer his petition 
in the attitude of sitting? Com- 
mon decency, common usage and 
cemmon sense, revolt at the very 
idea of such a thing. And are we 
then to treat the great Lord of all 
with less ceremony and with less 








respect than we should observe 
towards a fellow creature in any 
degree superior tous? Noone, I 
think,can seriously maintain so mon- 
strous a doctsine as this. Consider 
too, for amoment, what it is we are 
asking in our prayers. Nothing 
less than the supply of our daily 
wants, the pardon of our daily sins, 
protection from danger, support 
unier affliction, the comforts and 
conveniences of the present life, 
and everlasting felicity in the life 
to come. And are these such tri- 
vial. such contemptible things, that 
we may ask them perfectly at our 
ease, and in the very same indolent 
and familiar attitude in which we 
should hold a conversation with a 
friend on the news of the day, or 
view a public spectacle for the 
amusement of the moment ? 

It is also contrary to the practice 
of the best, and greatest, and wisest 
men, both before the promulgation 
of the gospel, and after it. The 
exhortation of king David in the 
95th Psalm, which we have adopt- 
ed in our litany, is, ‘‘O come let 
us worship and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker.” — 
When Solomon dedicated his mag- 
nificent temple to God, he kneeled 
down upon his knees before all the 
congregation of Israel, and spréad 
forth his hands towards Heaven, 
while he poured forth one of the 
most sublime and affecting prayers 
that ever fell from the lips of man. 
It was the custom of the Prophet 
Daniel to kneel upon his knees 
three times a day, and pray and 
give thanks unto his God. Our 
Saviour himself in his last agony 
kneeled down and prayed ; St. Ste- 
phen in his last moments kneeled 
down and prayed for his murder- 
ers ; and St. Paul, when he took 
his last solemn leave of his breth- 
ren, kneeled down even on the 
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sea-shore, and offered up his peti- 
tions to Heaven for their everlast- 
ing welfare. 

After the injunctions of the church, 
and these examples from scripture, 
no one I think, who calls himself a 
Christian, and a member of the 
Church, will refuse to kneel down 
before the Lord his Maker. 


—_— 
For the Churchman’s Magazing. 


Mr. Epitor—I have been gra- 
tified with the following remarks 
of the Christian Observer in the 
introduction to a review of Bish- 
op Hobart’s sermons. These ser- 
mons have been ably reviewed in 
the fourth volume of the Magazine ; 
and I do not therefore refer to 
them now, for the purpose of re- 
commending them again to the at- 
tention of your readers, but to no- 
tice ‘* the two interesting views in 
which they were presented to the 
regards”’ of the conductors of the 
Observer. I have quoted these 
views for your paper, in conse- 
quence of their allusion to the ad- 
vance of the Protestantism of the 
Church of England, and of our own 
Church, especially as this circum- 
stance has been mentioned by some 
late journals in this couotry, with 
a degree of tartness, foreign to that 
spirit of good will, which we would 
always cherish towards all who 
love the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,and which we should rejoice 
to see reciprocated by every reli- 
gious community. Bowpen. 


‘We cannot indeed forbear the 
mention of two most interesting 
views in which the present vol- 
umes meet our regards. First, it 
is a contemplation of no mean va- 
lue, that, on the most genera 
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grounds, such sincere and plenary 
admissions and defences of doc- 
trines, founded exclusively on 
scriptural authority, should be at 
large in the world. We rejoice, 
that in positions so remote from 
our own, so widely influential, and 
so little chargeable with tempta- 
tions of self-interest, honest and 
able men should be found taking 
their ground on the revealed word 
of God. We contrast their wri- 
tings with the dogmas of heathen- 
ism, with the boasted discoveries of 
philosophers, with the strange mis- 
take of infidels, and the nothings of 
sceptics ; not to add, because we 
scarcely know where to put them, 
the jargon of Popery, and the er- 
rors and miscriticisms of Socinian- 
ism ; and we say in the comparison, 
how precious a deposit are such 
volumes as these! We find here 


in broad and legible characters a 
recognition of God the Creator, 
Christ the Atoner, and the Spirit 


the Sanctifier ; of the guilt of the 
sinner, the need of repentance, the 
nature of holiness, the cemforts of 
religion, the hopes of the godly, the 
glories of the redeemed, an eter- 
nity of blessedness, and the terrors 
which await the finally impenitent. 
And can we read such a mass of 
important doctrine, so plainly, so 
seriously, so affectionately and un- 
affectedly delivered with every re- 
commendation of good language, 
and a good understanding, and not 
say, Happy are the people who are 
so instructed? And happy were 
the world, could we hope that eve- 
ry quarter of it was made to hear 
and know, through such channels, 
the joyful sound of the Gospel, and 
to seek what further might be 
learned in the sacred sources to 
which exclusively it refers us. 

** We have still,however,another 
ground of deep interest in volumes 
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like the present ; that they actually 
convey these doctrines in th® very 
order, and according to the known 
and endeared formularies of our 
own episcopal & apostolical church. 
We require not indeed that exclu- 
sive attention, which might defeat 
its own purpose, to the * dies fasti”’ 
of our church, ‘as if it were neces- 
sary to legitimatise every sermon 
by assaring us it was or might be 
preached on the Sunday next be- 
fore Easter, or the second Sunday 
after Easter. But we have no ob- 
jection, on the contrary we much 
approve, that the first volume, and 
part of the second should have 
been so arranged as to constitute a 
sabbatical calendar for our whole 
ecclesiastical year, commencing 
with Advent Sunday. On general 
principles, this circumstance, added 
to the orthodox nature of the mat- 
ter so arranged, appears to us, as 
members of the Church of Eng- 
land, ina most advantageous light. 
We admire, with no stupid gaze, 
that, on the immense continent of 
America, the very forms, the very 
language, the liturgy, the articles, 
the homilies, of our own church 
are setting their foot, are planting 
their standard, are learning to ex- 
patiate in a new and most ample 
field, and, if we may still accumu- 
late metaphors, striking their roots 
in a soil beyond all others, perhaps, 
now known, prolific and deep, and 
promising most abundant returns. 
Whence can we say it is, though 
without boasting, but of the singular 
providence of God, that Protestant- 
ism, and the very Protestantism of 
the Church of England, should be 
spreading abroad to the east, and 
the west, to the north, and the 
south, with such rapid advances ; 
and that, looking-back as we do to 
the most remote and authoritative | 
ages without fear, for the warrant 











of our formularies and our ecclesi- 
astical order, we can also look 
around for their continuance to this 
day, and far and near for their ra- 
pid and auspicious diffusion ? Does 
it not afford us some warrant even 
for looking forward to still greater 
advances ; considering, however, 
every precise and exact church 
model as an instrument merely for 
promoting the ultimate design of all 
the faithful sons of the church, the 
diffusion of true Christianity and a 
Christian spirit in every nation, and 
in every heart, throughout the 
world.” 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Mr. Eprror :—I was pleased to 
see the notice of the Connecticut 
Observer, in the last number of the 
Magazine. It is evidently the de- 
sign of that paper to build up the 
cause of Congregationalism in Con- 
necticut. With this I have no dis- 
position to find fault. It is a right 
which belongs to them in common 
with every other denomination, to 
adopt every legitimate means of 
advancing their own interest ; but 
in doing this, if it goes out of the 
way to throw a dart, the least which 
can be expected, is that it will be 
returned. So far as I know, it has 
made no direct attack upon the te- 
nets of other denominations, but it 
occasionally contains a pointed pa- 
ragraph—-a side thrust—-which 
evinces the sort of spirit that is 
cherished, and, I will not say a dis- 
position to come to open combat, 
but to carry on a kind of guerilla 
warfare—to try perhaps how far 
may be ventured with impunity. 
Of this I do not complain. My 
object in calling your attention to 
this paper, is not to repel any at- 
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tack upon the Church, or to coun- 
teract any effects which might be 
apprehended from misrepresenta- 
tions of our doctrines and usages. 
The article which has cccasioned 
this communicatinn was, I con- 
ceive, differently aimed. I! am not 
grieved to find a correspondent un- 
der the signature O, expressing 
alarm on that ground from which I 
have always thought the Congrega- 
tionalists in Connecticut have had 
reason to apprehend the greatest 
danger. It would seem, if one 
might be allowed to judge from the 
communication of O, that they have 
at length discovered that there is 
cunning craftiness in the profess- 
ions of great love, and pleas for 
union and liberality, when in the 
mouth of those whom they are 
pleased to denominate sectarians— 
but I would ask, are the tables turn- 
ed, to use a common phrase, when | 
they themselves adopt similar lan- 

guage? We have often heard this 
language, and have always consid- 
ered it abundantly deserving the 
appellation which is bestowed upon 
it in the Observer—insidious, art- 
ful, cunning craftiness. We do re- 
joice in every expression of good 
will among those who bear the 
name of Christ; but we have ne- 
ver expected any good to result 
from that profession of liberality, 
and that plea for Christian unon, 
which would affect to break down 
all distinction of denominaticn ; 
and the tendency of which has 
been to place truth and error upon 
the same footing, and to give them 
equal importance. We have there- 
fore never cherished favourable 
sentiments of that profession— 
come from what quarter it might. 
I have believed, sir, that it would 
produce a re-action, and precisely 
for the reason clearly intimated in 
the article to which | have referred. 
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The truth is, it gives every species 
of error an advantage, and places 
the most novel and inconsiderable 
sects, on the same level with those 
which have been long established, 
have become coasolidated into re- 
gular organized communities, and 
have attained a character of per- 
manency and respectability. It 
_elevates them at once to conse- 
quence,and removes the reluctance 
which many would otherwise feel 
to jointhem. They are brought to 
consider it a matter of indifference, 
and consult only their convenience, 
interest, and pleasure, in determin- 
ing to what religious community 
they shall attach themselves. The 
evil | fear, has been perceived too 
late. The step may be retaken, 
but its consequences have advanced 
too far, to be soon or easily check- 
ed. 

The example of the Congrega- 
tional churches in Connecticut, is 
worth volumes of arguments on this 
subject. And I trust, from that 
querter at least, Episcopalians will 
not be again reproached for their 
firm snd devoted adherence to their 
distinctive principles, or their stand 
against the empty professions of 
love, liberality and union—profess- 
ions by which it is at length found, 
that there are those ‘‘ who lie in 
wait to deceive the unlearned and 
the unstable.” ‘“ Very uniformly,” 
says the article referred to ‘‘ their 
[the sectaries] first art is to pro- 
claim great love, to plead for union, 
and carefully to conceal their own 
sentiments, and’their bitterness 
against the standing Church. As 
far as possible, they fold up and lay 
aside their colors and standard, and 
attempt to appear under the very 
colors of the people where they 
are.” We have seen this in more 
instances than one. I have no de- 
sire to state in what quarter; nor 


Profession of liberality, &c. 


to build up what waste places in 
Connecticut, these very arts, (to 
which no Churchman would ever 
descend), have all been put in re- 
quisition, and employed, not with- 
out success, among a few *“ unsta- 
ble professors of religion, perhaps 
zealous Christians, and it may be 
very good persons.”’? We sincerely 
deprecate the use of these arts in 
any case. That must be a bad 
cause which requires to be sustain- 
ed by such aid. Our churches in 
Connecticut have been built up on 
principles declared to be distinct- 
ive, and by contending earnestly 
and manfully for these principles. - 
Truth needs no artifice to sustairi 
it. We profess our doctrines with- 
out disguise, or prevarication, and 
we wish their success only on the 
ground of fair and conclusive ar- 
gument: and we should rejoice 
were we to be met in the waste 
places of Connecticut on no other 
ground. ; 

I have already extended my re- 
marks beyond what I at first in- 
tended; but there is one or two 
other topics, suggested by this ar- 
ticle, to which | am solicitous to 
direct your attention. The head- 
ing of the article is, The Grand 
Cause of waste places in Connecti- 
cut Several articles have appear- 
ed in the Observer on this subject. 
A very commendable zeal has been 
manifested to repair these waste 
places: The fact, however, cannot 
be concealed, that in many parts of 
Connecticut, Congregationalism is 
on the decline. And some of the 
causes of this decline are obvious. 
A distaste for its peculiar tenets has 
had no small influence, but the 
grand cause is the increase of other 
denominations, and on the part of 
some sectaries, no doubt, by the 
arts which O has detailed. ‘In 
the two hundred Churches [of that 
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order} in this State, more than 
thirty are feeble and are, or till 
lately have been the waste places 
of Zion.” 

This fact certainly deserves their 
attention. Never were Congrega- 
tionalists in Connecticut more alive 
to the interests of their own com- 
munion, and never have they made 
greater exertions to sustain and in- 
crease their churches. Every 
means which has any chance of 
success, is put in operation, and 
every one, of whom there is any 
hope, is addressed in such ways as 
seem calculated to win them to their 
churches. There are many and 
honorable exceptions I know, but 
this kind of zeal is pretty generally 
exerted, throughout Connecticut, 
the effect of which Episcopalians 
must feel, in common with other 
denominations. They ought to be 
apprized of the fact, and to be pre- 
pared to resist a course of prose- 
lytism, more zealous and persever- 
ing than has been known at any 
former period. 

JARVIS. 


—ap> 


ADDRESS, 


Delivered by the Rt. Rev. Wittiam 
Wuirte, D. D. Bishop of Penn- 
sylvania, at the close of the late 
Special Convention of that Bio- 


ceése. 


Brethren, 


In consideration of the result of 
the business on which you have 
been called together, and aware of 
its having appeared to many of 
you, that the call of a special Con- 
vention might have been dispensed 
with, either by the presentment of 
the subject to the Annual Conven- 
tion in May last, or by the reserv- 
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ing of it to the Convention expect- 
ed in May of the next year; I beg 
your patience, while there shall be 
accounted for the state of my mind 
on those points. Let the reasons 
which have influenced me, pass for 
what they may be thought worth ; 
but for the purity of my motives, I 
throw myself on the judgment of 
your charity. 

In answer to the first part of the 
question, J give the following nar- 
rative. 

Within a considerable time be- 
fore my adoption of the measure— 
perhaps more than a year—l! had 
heard of some discourse, and even 
of some measures, tending to the 
choice of an Assistant Bishop.— 
Since the last Convention, some of 
my brethren of the Clergy, intima 
ted to me their dissatisfaction with 
such discourse and proceedings ; 
carried on, without a reference to 
what might be the state of my mind 
on the subject. Concerning this 
circumstance, I had nothing to an- 
swer ; but as to the matter itself, I 
said, that considering my age and 
the weight of my engagements, I 
ought not to entertain an objection 
to the design. After a develope- 
ment of the exigency of the case, 
there was expressed to me the 
opinion, that the church generally 
would appreciate the reasons of 
the measure in question, if the pro- 
posal of it were to proceed from 
me ; but, that there would be re- 
luctance to the giving of a beginning 
to it, from the motive of respect. 
To the taking of a lead in the mat- 
ter, the gentlemen with whom I 
conversed, and who, I believe, had 
not been engaged in any measure 
or in any precedent discourse ailu- 
ded to, were decidedly averse.— 
For some time, I hesitated as to 
the suggestion of my being the pro- 
poser. My reason for this, is a 
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confession now drawn from me by 
the occasion, and by the regard to 
truth. | 
It has pressed on my mind dur- 
nig the last few years—it has not 
been so during the general course 
of my Episcopacy—that possibly a 
candidate might be brought for- 
ward, whose disposition to some- 
thing in contrariety to the princi- 
ples of our church, would not be 
known to a considerable proportion 
of our Clergy, and much less to the 
greater number of our Lay-mem- 
bers, coming from different sec- 
ticns of the state, and having little 
access to the sources of information 
concerning characters ; and, that 
in consequence, I might be put in- 
to the disagreeable predicament, of 
declining to join in the consecration 
of such a person ; leaving that duty 
to any of my brethren, if there 
should be any, who are either not 
so scrupulous on the subject, or are 
not possessed of the facts, which 
may have had such an influence on 
my mind; and which ought to be 
of such a character, that for my re- 
fusing of a participation, I could 
answer to God and to the church. 
In proof that there may be reason 
for the refusal, I refer to the so- 
lemon form of words, which the 
Bishop Elect is required to take on 
his tongue, before the advancement 
of a step in the act of consecration. 
How can any Bishop, in his official 
character, knowing the intendment 
of the form, conscientiously accept 
the promise, with the understand- 
- jng that the promiser has no inten- 
tion of performance, according to 
the obvious meaning cf the words ? 
Let it be noticed, that the state 
of my mind now disclosed, had no 
reference to any individual, and 
that at the time of the conversation 
referred to, no person was contem- 
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plated, so far as I know, to be pro- 
posed as the Assistant Bishop. 

After considering the subject in 
every point of view in which it 
presented itself, 1 became appre- 
hensive, that in shrinking from re- 
sponsibility on the ground that has 
been stated, it might be evidence of 
more regard to personal comfort, 
than to the wants of the diocese : 
which prompted to the course that 
has been pursued. 

Whether it would have been the 
best, to have delayed the business 
to the next Annual Convention, is 
a matter in which I have_no con- 
cern. The standing committee, 
have acted on the principles set 
forth in their document addressed 
to the churches ; which to my 
mind, have considerable weight : 
although there are considerations 
on the other side, not to be disre- 
garded. 

Although my calling of you to- 
gether has been ineffective as to 
the object designed by it, there 
ought to be the effect of satisfying 
the whole diocese that [ have not 
yet the frequent infirmity of age, 
inducing reluctance to yield to pro- 
vidential entailments on it ; and to 
surrender a portion at least of the 
rights and of the influence, of 
which, it may be supposed, that 
long habit would have rendered 
me unreasonably retentive. From 
the statement made you will have 
perceived, that it was a different 
cause, which produced in me re- 
luctance to the giving of a begin- 
ning to the measure of electing an 
Assistant Bishop. Having dismis- 
sed my first impressions, from the 
apprehension that they may have 
been in some degree selfish ; I shall 
consider myself excused in future 
from whatever has a bearing on 
the same object ; but will not in- 








terpose any hinderance to the en- 
deavours of others for the accom- 
plishment of it. 

There is a claim, which I shall 
think myself entitled to make on 
the indulgence of the diocese, and 
with the greater weight, in conse- 
quence of the result of your delibe- 
rations. It is, that in proportion to 
what you have witnessed of in- 
creasing calls on the Episcopacy, 
seen in connexion with my increas- 
ing weight of years, and taking into 
the account my large extent of lo- 
cal labours ; you will not complain 
of proportionally decreasing exer- 
tion, induced by the many relations 
in which I stand, and probably by 
the decay of bodily strength ; if not 
also of mentalenergy. This indul- 
gence I may the more reasonably 
expect, if you should find in me 
what I purpose with the aid of divine 
grace, that so long as my faculties 
shall be continued to me, my cares 
and my counsels are not wanting in 
any matter that may concern the 
integrity, the peace, and the pros- 
perity of the church ; and espe- 
cially by bearing my protest against 
whatever may be an inroad on her 
system in doctrine, or in discipline, 
or in ecclesiastical constitution and 
government. Not only so, without 
founding any pretensions on per- 
sonal merits, but availing myself 
only of a long course of labours, I 
now consider myself as addressing 
not only you, but the members of 
the church in the diocese, when 
both. myself, and all you my juniors, 
shall be laid in the dust. 

Brethren, With these sentiments, 
and with my wishes for the safe re- 
turn of the distant members of your 
body to their families and to their 
churches, I bid you an affectionate 
farewell. 

WILLIAM WHITE, 


VOR. V, 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


We present our readers with the 
following able and interesting Re- 
port concerning the General The- 
ological Seminary. It would seem 
from this report, that some addi- 
tional funds are necessary for speci- 
fic purposes, and that two agents are 
to be appointed to solicit donations, 
to the amount necessary to free 
the Institution from debt, and to 
finish the buildings which are com- 
menced. It will be seen from the 
report, that the sum wanted is 
$20,000—a sum which we have no 
doubt may easily be obtained, and 
within a short period, if proper 
agents be selected, and the applica- 
tion be generally made among the 
members of our church. No Epis- 
copalian who can appreciate the 
value and importance of this Semi- 
nary, will hesitate to give some- 
thing towards the comparatively 
small sum necessary to place it in 
an independent and permanent con- 
dition. 


GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 
NARY. 


[ Extract from the Journal of the Generat 
Convention. } 


The Joint Committee of the House of 
Bishops, and of the House of Cle- 
rical and Lay deputies, to whom 
was referred the report of the 
Trustees of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States, have had the same under 
consideration, and respectfully 
report: 


That from an examination of the. 
various reports, which from time 
to time have been made, upon the 
progress of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary, they have derived 
43 
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the high satisfaction of perceiving 
that the Institution has justified the 
expectation of its most sanguine 
friends, and promises to return in 
usefulness to the church all, and 
more thah all, that its most liberal 
patrons have contributed to it. 
It never was a question among 
reflecting men, whether it con- 
cerned the interests of the Church 
to possess a body of Clergymen, 
thoroughly educated-in all that re- 
gards their sacred calling, and 
trained by academical instruction 
to thoxe methods of investigating 
and explaining the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, by which her doctrines and 
her admirable Liturgy, have been 
as firmly established in the judg- 
ment of the acute and inquiring 
scholar, as they have been in the 
affections and faith of her humblest 
member. The utility of such a 
body +t all times, and its indispen- 
sable necessity in times of learned 
impiety and scepticism, has always 
been self-evident. It is the glory 
of the Church of England, that 
among her prelates and ministers 
have long been counted. and are 
now to be found, the greatest names 
in every branch of learning by 
which the sacred volume can be 
explained, illustrated or defended ; 
and it has been by their intimate 
acquaintance with the language, 
antiquity, history, connexion, and 
exposition of the Old and New 
Testaments, and with the faith and 
practice of the primitive Church ; 
and also by their constant prepara- 
tion for defence, that whenever the 
enemies of Christianity or the 
Church have invaded either, they 
have been defeated, and put to 
open shame. 

It was a debt of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States to these fathers of ber Litur- 
gy, and defenders of the Christian 
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Faith, to endeavor to raise wp 
worthy successors and assistants to 
them in this Western world ; and 
by the blessing of God upon the 
efforts heretofore made in this be- 
half, it is now, as the Committee 
humbly hope, no longer doubtful, 
that the Theological Seminary will 
educate for the work of the minis- 
try, a succession of persons to all 
future time, who shall be accom- 
plished expositors. and defenders 
of the Sacred Canon, champions of 
the Church, and at the same time 
humble, pious, and faithful follow- 
ers and servants of its Divine Mas- 
ter and head. It is with feelings 
both of gratitude and joy, that the 
Committee are able to state, that 
of about four hundred and forty, 
the supposed number of the cler- 
gymeo of this Church within the 
bounds of the United States, one 
seventh part, sixty-two in number, 
have been students of the General 
Theological Seminary, who have 
been admitted to holy orders ; and 
that there are now in a course of 
instruction thirty more, at whose 
admission to orders this Conven- 
tion will have the delightful recol- 
lection, and will deem it a cause of 
fresh gratitude to God, that it has 
encouraged and assisted the acade- 
mical education of one fifth of her 
ministers,v, inthe space of about 
nine years. An institution thus in- 
timately united to the Church— 
enjoying, it is humbly hoped, the 
smiles of its Divine protector, and 
promising to more than repay the 
donations of its friends, will, it is 
expected, grow daily in favour with 
Churchmen, and will receive,with- 
out hesitation, what it will be the 
duty of the Committee to recom- 
mend, a further aid, to place her 
capital above the reach of invasion, 
aud to enable her Trustees to pro- 
ceed confidently in a scheme which 


will give lustre to our country and 
security to our Church. 

The course of education in the 
Seminary having continued to be 
substantially the same which was 
reported to the last General Con- 
vention,—and the fidelity of the 
Professors and the proficiency of 
the students having been in all re- 
spects what was then anticipated, 
the duty of the Committee is limi- 
ted to such « statement of its reve- 
nues and expenses as will show the 
present condition of the finances. 

The present number of students 
in the Seminary is thirty. The 
annual income of the entire. pro- 
perty of the corporation, exclusive 
of such parts as are appropriated 
to particular scholarships, and of a 
sum advanced to the building fund, 
and hereafter to be adverted to, is 
estimated at 4223 dollars 33 cents. 
The ordinary expenditure of the 
Seminary, after the new buildings 
shall be completed, will, it suppo- 
sed, amount to 5100 dollars, leaving 
an annual deficit of 866 dollars 67 
cents. 

This deficiency, greatly to be 
lamented, and the consequences of 
which, your Committee hope they 
will not be thought to speak too 
strongly when they say, must be 
averted, arises from the applica- 
tion of a larger sum than was ex- 
pected to the erection of the new 
buildings. 

The sum originally intended to 
be taken, and which was taken from 
tke funds of the institution for the 
building fund, was 10,000 dollars, 
the residue of what was then 
thought necessary for that object, 
having been derived from private 
contributions in New-York. But 
circumstances have called for an 
additional expenditure of ¢10,000, 
and the Trustees have been com- 
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pelled to agree to an advance of 
$5,000, part of that sum, and to 
be responsible for the interest ona 
loan of like amount. The defi- 
ciency of income is to be traced to 
these circumstances, for the esti- 
raate of the Trustees, with great 
propriety, deducts the advance of 
$5,000 from the productive capital, 
and charges upon the income the 
interest of the other $5,000 to be 
raised on loan. 

lf the $10,000 originally taken 
from the capital be replaced, «od if 
the corporation be relieved trom 
the contemplated advance of 5,000 
dollirs, and from the responsibility 
for $5,000 more, the effect must 
necessarily be an enlargement of 
the income, to the extent of the in- 
terest on $20,000; and conse- 
quently, at 6 percent. interest, the 
revenue will exceed the expendi- 
ture to the extent of the difference 
between $866 67 cts. and $1,200 
—or $333 33 cts. 

Upon a view of the whole case, 
the Committee are of opinion that 
the building ought to be considered 
as debtor to the funds of the Insti- 
tution for the sum of $20,000: 
half of that amount being an ad- 
vance of capital and credit ly the 
corporation, under the expectation 
of a return, and the whole for the 
sake of the finance, requiring to be 
placed upon that footing. To res- 
cue the Institution from embarrass- 
ment, and to raise her above solici- 
tude, for necessary revenue, the 
Committee are of opinion that this 
Convention should recommend the 
friends of the Church throughout 
the United States, to contribute to 
raise a fund of $20,000 for the 
building of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and to enable the 
building fund to relieve the pro- 
ductive fund of the Institution, by 
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replacing one half that amount, and 
by discharging the advance and 
responsibility for the other half. 
This appeal to the friends of the 
Church, can be made upon that ba- 
sis only, on which all similar re- 
commendations of this body must 
stand. They cannot demand any 
part of it. They have no autho- 
rity to assess, or apportion it among 
er upon the different dioceses in 
the Union, according to any ratio, 
either of extent, numbers, or af- 
- fluence. They are, perhaps for- 
tunately, destitute of all power in 
this regard, except the moral pow- 
er, which must attend every re- 
commendation, of such a scheme 
of charity, by such a body as the 
Legislature of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. And who can resist 
this ?—Most charities are consum- 
ed in the use. They are like the 
annual flowers of the field ;—there 
remains little after them, but 
the recollection of their beauty, 
and grateful fragrance. But the 
endowment of a seat of learning, 
and above all of Christian learning, 
is the planting of a tree, whose 
fruits are perennial—whose roots 
str:ke deeply into the soil, and 
whose branches, spreading over the 
earth, and shooting up into the 
skies. continue from year to year, 
ani from age to age, to re- produce, 
and to commemorate the gift.— 
Your Committee cannot believe, 
that such a recommendation, of 
sv hacharity, will go without its 
efiect : and although no apportion- 
ment of the necessary sum, is en- 
titled te be regarded as any thing 
more than a speculative statement, 
they cannot refrain from saying, 
that if the different dioceses shall 
contribute to the butiding fund, in 
the ratio of about 50 dollars foreach 
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clergyman of the Church, within 
their limits, the sum of 20,000 dol- 
lars will probably be raised, in ad- 
dition to the expenses of agency 
and collection. And it is some en- 
couragement to learn, that besides 
the sums which have been contri- 
buted to the building within the di- 
ocese of New-York, (10,000 dol- 
lars having been already paid for 
that purpose, in addition to the 
contribution to the general fund) 
the members of the Church in 
the same diocese, have agreed to 
raise 5000 dollars of the 20,000 
now deficient. 

The Committee, therefore, tak- 
ing into consideration the necessi- 
ties of the Seminary—the resolu- 
tion of the Board of Trustees, re- 
questing this Convention to desig- 
nate the amount to be raised in 
each diocese—and their appoint- 
ment of two alumni of the Semina- 
ry to procure additional subscrip- 
tions and donations, do submit the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, by the House of Clerical 
and Lay deputies, the House of Bish- 
ops concurring, That it be recom- 
mended te the friends of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the 
Untied States, to assist in raising 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars 
for the building fund of the General 
Theological Seminaty, in the pro- 
portion as near as convenient of 
fifty dollars for each clergyman of 
the Church : and that the efforts of 
the churches, in different dioceses, 
should continue to be made for the 
enlargement of the general funds 
of the Seminary, and for the estab- 
lishment of scholarships. 

Signed by order, and in behalf 
of the Joint Committee. 
HOR. BINNEY, 
Secretary of the Committee. 








for the Churchman’s Magazine. 


It is with great pleasure that we 
present our readers the following 
Circular from the General Protest- 
ant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
We feel particular satisfaction that 
such a Society has been at length 
formed, because it is a measure 
which we have long desired, and 
considered of great importance to 
the Church. We hope much from 
this Institution, though the plan of 
its organization is not altogether 
such as we could have wished.— 
We shall be glad to find that we 
are mistaken; but we fear, from 
some of its features, that it will not 
possess that efficiency, which is in- 
dispensable to secure all that use- 
fulness which we have expected 
fror) an institution of the kind.— 
We state this with the more free- 
dom, that those on whom its snc- 
cess must in a great measure de- 
pend, diffused throughout the wide 
extent of our country, may be ex- 
cited, from this circumstance, to 
make those energetic exertions, by 
which alone, in our judgment, the 
evil that we apprehend can be 
averted. 


CIRCULAR. 


GENERAL PROTESTANT EPISCO- 
PAL SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


In introducing to the notice of 
Protestant Episcopalians in the Uni- 
ted States, the Generat PrRortes- 
rant Episcopat Sunpay ScHoo. 
Union Society, the Committee 
appointed for that purpose feel it 
incumbent on them briefly to state 
the reasons which led to its estab- 
lishment, and which, they trust, 
will suffice to procure it the 
Unanimous countenance and ussis- 
tance of those for whose benefit it 
was intended. 
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The great object of Sunday 
School instruction, (whatever sub- 
ordinate ends may be proposed,) is 
the communication of religious 
knowledge. In some portions of 
our country the provision made for 
education by the civil authority 
renders any other object than this 
superfluous. In others, a necessa- 
ry policy has proscribed the com- 
munication of any but merely reli- 
gious knowledge to a large class of 
the most ignorant of the population. 
In ‘all, that instruction which is 
simply secular, is used and consid- 
ered only as the mean of conveying 
religious principles and enforcing 
religious practice. Any exertions, 
therefore, which may be made in 
behalf of Sunday School instruc- 
tion, will be efficacious in propor- 
tion as they tend to enlarge the 
quantity of religious knowledge 
imparted, and to secure its purity. 
Both these objects promise to be 
accomplished by our Society. The 
former—inasmuch as it is to a 
greater or less extent effected by 
every addition tothe number of in- 
stitutions employed in the support 
of Sunday Schools. Fresh ener- 
gies are engaged in the cause, re- 
newed exertions are produced, and 
resources before untouched are 
called into action. Even when the 
professed object is to promulgate 
peculiar views of religious trath, 
these are inculcated in addition to 
those grand features of Christianity 
in which all its followers anite, and 
thus, in the eud, the result is an 
addition to the whole stock of re- 
ligious truth disseminated. These 
considerations should suflice to in- 
duce every sincere friend of Chris- 
tianity to rejoice in the ‘origin of 
another agent in its cause. 

But it is the promised efficiency 
of our Society in securing the pu- 
rity ef the religious knowledge con- 
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veyed by Sunday School instruc- 
tion, that gives it peculiar and ur- 
gent claims upon the geod feeling 
and liberal support of members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Charch. 
It not only tends generally to in- 
crease the amount of effort exerted 
in the dissemination of religious 
truth, but it also promises a most 
important agency in the preserva- 
tion and increase of that Christian 
body, to which, trom principle and 
from conviction. we have attached 
ourselves. It will provide for the 
rising generation the means of ac- 
quiring a correct and thorough ac- 
quaintance with what we believe 
to be the purest system of Chris- 
tian doctrine, and the safest form of 
Christian discipline: 

Without in the least interfering 
with the claims or pretensions of 
other religious societies, the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church has al- 
ways considered it her duty assi- 
duously to instruct her younger 
members in the nature of her own 
peculiar character and claims, that 
they might at all times be ready to 
state the grounds of her attachment 
to her pule, and thus be armed 
against any temptations to derelic- 
ticn from her faith and discipline. 
This can be done nowhere so well 
as in the Sunday School. Tiere 
the scholar may be taught, together 
with those grand truths which con- 
stitute the essence of Christianity, 
those other principles which alone 
ean enable him to form a rational 
clroice of a religious communion, 
ani upon which alone he can rely 
ssurance of an interest in 
the Gospei covenant. 

it 1s of no small importance, also, 
that the young Episcopalian should 
early be rendered familiar with the 
di ipline and worship of the 
church to which he belongs, and 


for 


with the reasons for the choice of 
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this particular discipline and wor 

ship, in preference to any other of 
the maitifarious forms which may 
be found among professors of Chris- 
thanity. 

Oo all these accounts it is 
evidently desirable that Sunday 
Schools under the patronage of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 
should be conducted on principles 
purely Protestant Episcopalian, and 
should afford a prominent place in 
their instructions to the doctrines 
and constitution of the church to 
which they belong. To do this, 
they must be supplied with books 
and tracts of a nature suited to 
their objects, written by Protestant 
Episcopalians, and with a view to 
the dissemination of their princi- 
ples. But how can this be done ? 
Can it be expected that other de- 
nominations should unite with us 
in the publication and distribution 
of such books? Will it not rather 
be their interest (and if they are 
conscientious in their dissent from 
our faith and worship, their duty) 
to prevent such publication and (is- 
tribation? Is it not reasonable to 
expect that their own funds and 
the comparatively small amount 
which Episcopalians might be able 
to furnish, would be applied to the 
publication of books, either posi- 
tively hostile to our principles, or 
at’best but neutral, and adapted to 
our use only by the omission of 
those points on which a difference 
exists between them and us? This 
reasoning has been confirmed by 
experience, and the obvious de- 
duction is, that it is the duty of 
Protestant Episcopalians to associ- 
ate among themselves for the pur- 
pose of providing the means of ex- 
hibiting to their youth the princi- 
ples of Christianty in what they be- 
lieve to be its purest form,—a form 
derived from Christ and his apos- 
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tles, attested to by the blood of tublished in the wide spread and 


martyrs, and gloried in by many of 
the brightest ornaments of Chris- 
tianity. Accordingly, such associ- 
ations have, to a limited extent, 
been constituted. Societies em- 
bracing small districts of our coun- 
try have been organized, have 
been supported, and have flour- 
ished. But these are professedly 
local, and scarcely suffice to sup- 
ply the wants of the small portions 
of our Church to which their ope- 
rations are confined. 

A very great proportion of our 
schools are still left to struggle 
against all the difficulties which a 
want of system, a waot of funds, 
and, above ali, a want of proper 
books, create, single-handed and 
unsupported. The object of the 
General Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Union is to combine the 
resources of Episcopalians into one 
great whole, which, by its concen- 
tration of power, may be enabled 
to give life and vigour to the multi- 
tude of branches which now pine 
in solitude and neglect. The talent 
and experience of the most active 
supporters of our Sunday Schools 
will be united in the invention of fe- 
cacious means of instruction, & their 
combined wisdom exerted in the 
choice of proper books. The funds 
which now, while distributed into 


a multitude of channels, are insuf-» 


ficient to accomplish any object of 
extensive or lasting utility, will, 
when collected into a single treasu- 
ry, be fully competent to provide 
amply for the wants of our schools ; 
a large and constant supply of 
books, carefully adapted to the pe- 
culiar wants of Protestant Episco- 
palians, may be almost immediately 
procured, and in the course of 
time, means may be obtained for 
securing assistance to every infant 


Sunday School which may be es- 





rapidly extending borders of our 
church. 

The support which we ask will 
imply no disrespect or condemna- 
tion of the efforts of other and more 
general institutions. As Protestant 
Episcopalians, we have wants 
which no other denomination can 
consistently or reasonably be ex- 
pected to supply. Honest inde- 
pendence, conscientious integrity, 
and that Christian charity which 
induces us to use every means of 
avoiding and preventing unprofita- 
ble disputes, demand that we should 
exert ourselves for the supply of 
these wants. Cuan it then be thought 
uncharitable, or illiberal, to apply 
our own resources to this end, in 
such a manner as to cast no slur 
upon those from whom we difler— 
to throw no obstacle in the way of 
their endeavours of a similar na- 
ture? Is not the probability in fa- 
vour of the supposition, that by 
thus creating an increased demand 
vpen the support of members of 
our church, we shall ultimately 
cause an increase of the whole 
amount of exertion in the dissemi- 
nation of religious knowledge ? 

On these considerations we rest 
our claim to the support of the pa- 
trons & directors of Sunday Schools 
attached to the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. An inspection of the 
Constition of the Society, will ex- 
plain its principles and objects.— 
They have received the cordial ap- 
probation of the wisest, the most 
pious, and the most reverend mem- 
bers of our church, and a great 
majority of those who constitute 
its highest council assisted in the 
measures which gave birth to the 
institution. The terms of connex- 
ion are such as cannot for a moment 
be set in competition with the ad- 
vantages which individual Sunday 
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Schools, and Sunday School Socie- 
ties must reap from such connex- 
ion. For the present, the counsel 
and advice of the Society as to the 
best means of forming and conduct- 
ing Sunday Schools in connexion 
with our church, and a right to 
purchase books and tracts, careful- 
ly selected and adapted to their se- 
veral wants, at the lowest cost pri- 
ces, are offered. As the Society 
becomes more firmly established, 
and acquires more extensive means, 
gratuitous supplies will be afforded 
to schools and societies unable to 
support themselves, and assistance 
of every kind rendered to clergy- 
men and others desirous of organiz- 
ing schools in such portions of our 
charch as may not be provided with 
those useful institutions. In respect 
to the publications of the Society, 
the demands from the numerous 
schools throughout the United 
States, cannot fail to enable it to 
publish in far greater variety, and 
at a much cheaper rate, than could 
be done by any institution of more 
limited extent. It is contemplated 
to establish, as soon as possible, de- 
positories in the principal cities of 
the Union, at which the Society’s 
books may be obtained, and busi- 
ness transacted with comparatively 
little inconvenience to schools in 
any section of the country. 
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delphia ; Rev. R. B. Croes, Rich- 
mond,Va. ; Mr.E. Thayer,Charles- 
ton, 8. C.; or Mr. W*siting, Wor- 
thington, Ohio. 

Any information relative to the 
state of individual schools or socie- 
ties, to the system of instruction 
pursued, or to the books in com- 
mon use, will be gladly received by 
the Secretary of the Society. 

In “E! of the Committee, 

W.R. Wairrincuam, Secretary, 


— 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


We have been greatly interested 
in the following appeal of Bishop 
Chase to the Churches in the At- 
lantic States, in behalf of the Epis- 
copal Theological Seminary in 
Ohio. This infant Institution has 
been municifently patronized in 
Great Britain. The friends of the 
Church in that country have al- 
ready given more than thirty thou- 
sand dollars, towards the establish- 
ment of this institution, so impor- 
tant to the progress of pure Chris- 
tianity in the Western States.— 
Bishop Chase now solicits the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, for the 
purpose of enabling him to put up 
the necessary buildings, wisely de- 
signing to reserve the bounty of his 


Sunday Schools, and Sundayfunds in England, to give perma- 


School Societies, desirous of enter- 
ing into union with this Society, are 
requested to forward, a8 soon as 
possible, the name and location of 
the respective schools or societies, 
a list of officers, and the sam ($2) 
required by the second article of 
the constitution, to either of the 
followimg gentlemen :— Mr. Joseph 
W. Ingraham, Boston; Rev. Har- 
ry Croswell, New-Haven, Conn. ; 
W. R. Whittingham, New-York ; 
Rey. Wm. H. De Lancey, Phila- 


nency to the Seminary, by consti- 
tating funds for the support of 
Professors, &c. His letters from 
the friends of the cause in England, 
afford encouragement to look for 
future aid in that quarter. We 
earnestly hope that something may 
be done towards the accomplish- 
ment of this object, by the friends 
of the Charch in this country—that 
the example of British liberality 
will be imitated, and that the cause 
of religion in the west will not be 
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suffered te languish from the want 
of one third the amount contributed 
by foreigners. 


AN APPEAL 


fn behalf of religion and learning 
in Ohio. 


The undersigned entreats to be 
heard a few words touching the in- 
terests of our common beloved 
couatry in general, and of the 
Western states, and Ohio in parti- 
cular. His story will be short ; 
but as he trusts, worth the hear- 
ing. 

It is well known that the progress 
of settlement at the west hay hith- 
erto far outstripped the means of 
religion and learning. A few years 
ago, Ohio was a wilderness ; no 
trace of civilized man was seen in 
all her extended forests. That 
state is now inhabited by a million 
of immortal souls. As with a migh- 
ty stream, collecting itself from all 
quarters of the world, the western 
country has been overspread ere 
those who were left behind were 
aware that the settlement had com- 
menced. 

But in making this sudden transi- 
tion from an old to a new world; a 
transition which for its extent and 
celerity is unexampled in the his- 


tory of man, impossibilities could” 


not be effected. The means of 
perpetuating the science and piety 
of his forefathers could not be ob- 
tained, nor continued, while every 
man had, not only to pay into the 
treasury of the United States, fre- 
quently his last dollar for the soil 
under his feet, but to contend with 
the manifold difficulties of subduing 
the forest; difficulties which un- 
dermine and destroy the natural 
constitution of more than one ge- 
neration before they are entirely 
overcome. ‘To institute schools, 
VOL. V. 


build colleges and churches, and 
maintain ministers of the gospei, in 
any degree adequate to the great 
necessity, during the continuance 
of this vast work, was literally im- 
possible, and experience has wit- 
nessed the sad consequences. The 
son, but in very few instances, 
knows not, nor unless something 
more is speedily done, is he ever 
like to know what his father knew. 
A deterioration both in knowledge 
and religion takes place, too painful 
to describe. 

Placed by the providence of God 
over a portion of the Christian 
community in Ohio, and feeling for 
their welfare, the undersigned 
deemed himself in duty bound to 
do something in his humble sphere 
for the common good, in trying to 
remedy and prevent these dreadful 
evils, ignorance and trreligion.— 
How was this to be effected? To 
advise his people to send their sons 
into the old settlements, many hun- 
dred miles away, for their educa- 
tion, literary or religious, would 
have been to advise them to im- 
possibilities, or, in their straighten- 
ed circumstances, to measures al- 
most ruinous. To say that none 
should be educated but such as 
would go to the Eastern institutions 
for their learning, where the ex- 
penses, in comparison with those 
which would be required in the 
West, would be as three is to one, 
was equivalent to saying that the 
whole Western country should be 
doomed to never-ceasing moral and 
religious darkness. 

To institute a Seminary of learn- 
ing, therefore, and place it on the 
spot where it was wanted ; where 
the sons of the soil could be edu- 
cated at an expense within their 
reach, and in habits suited to their 
sphere of life, was as necessary as 
it was reasonable. But how to com- 
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tence, and whence to draw the 
means to begin so vast a work, the 
God of heaven, who hath the hearts 
and wills of men and the world it- 
self at his command, alone could 
tell. Under the weight of this 
anxious inquiry, and humbly seek- 
ing for direction and aid from above, 
the undersigned turned his atten- 
tion towards the pious, enlightened, 
and tiberal members of the Church 
of England. The reason which 
sustained the propriety of this 
measure, rested on this important 
fact ; that, of the number of settlers 
in Ohio, to whom the undersigned 
is appointed to minister, a full third 
were, and are British born sub- 
jects : and while these, in common 
with our own countrymen, mingled 
in the mighty stream which was 
populating our Western country, 
an, by its very rapid and inunda- 
tins effects, producing a literary 
and religious famine, it seemed but 
reasonable that their brethren, in 
their own immediate parent coun- 
try. should bear a part in the be- 
nevolent work of affording them 
relief; and never was there a sen- 
timent by the result more fully jus- 
tified. No sooner was the ippeal 
made unto them, on this ground, 
than they met and answered it with 
un open and liberal hand. ** Take,” 
said they, ** our proportion in full, 
to accomphish your great and be- 
nevolent design; but in so doing, 
our wishes are appropriate and 
just : that what we give, be regarded 
as a fund to be laid out in lands, or 
otherwise, fo or the permanent benefit 
‘of this and future generations.” 

fs would be unpardonable in the 
undersigned, while he thus states 
the munificence and reasonable 
wishes of our transatlantic breth- 
ren, to omit the expressions of 
christian piety, charity, and court- 
‘éeusness, which accompanied all 
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their gifts. Frequently was it ob- 
served, ** that, so far from consi- 
dering it an unworthy or degrading 
office to be the bearer of the wants 
and wishes of their countrymen and 
fellow-christians, now removed in- 
to the new world, they felt them-. 
selves honored, and deemed it a 
blessing to be thus applied to, and 
thus to be the instruments of cioing 
good - and that, as heretofore they 
had often and cheerfully given to 
other denominations, to effect the 
establishment of similar Institutions 
in America, it was a matter of gra- 
titude, that now they had an oppor- 
tunity of contributing to the morat 
and spiritaal improvement of their 
own.”’ Accordingly they gave, and 
their gifts amount nearly to thirty 
thousand dollars. 

With a heart deeply penetrated 
by grateful emotions for such un- 
exampled benevolence from a for- 
eign fountain, the undersigned 
wonld turn with reasonable conft- 
dence, and with great respect to his 
own countrymen: and while he 
does so, he offers an anxious and 
fervent prayer to God, that he may 
find favour in their sight ! 

He earnestly desires them to 
consider, that'the steps taken by 
the undersigned have been appro- 
ved by the Christian world, and by 
his own community in Ohio, in par- 
ticular: that the Convention of 
Ohio, having framed a Constitution 
and appointed Trustees of the in- 
tended Institution in conformity to 
acknowledged principles, the civil 
Legislature has established the 
same as a corporate body: that a 
tract of land of great intrinsic 
worth, especially as a future, sure 
and increasing revenue to the Col- 
lege, has been purchased at a very 
reduced price, and the Seminary 
and College unanimously and per- 
manently fixed thereon ; and that 














- for the payment of this land, con- 
sisting of 8,000 acres, the funds 
collected in England have, in a 
great measure, been pledged. 

The result of all this is, the m- 
perious necessity of obtaining the 
means to erect the requisite build- 
tngs. That this necessity may ap- 
pear undisputed, let the greatness 
of the undertaking and the small- 
ness of the means hitherto obtain- 
ed, however munificent in them- 
selves, be compared ; and how con- 
spicuous will be the disparity !— 
What College was ever reared 
with only 30,000 dollars? If we 
saw our buildings now erected, and 
if the funds obtained in England 
were now at interest, the whole 
would constitute but « beginning— 
but the foundation of so great a 
work. What, then, must be the 
solicitude of every true Christian 
and love: of his country, for the 
fate of this benevolent work, when 
he is told that the buildings are 
scarcely commenced, and the funds, 
according to the design of the Do- 
nors, are invested more for perma- 
nent than for present use. Was it 
unreasonable, when the undersign- 
ed stipulated with the Benefactors, 
in England, that, if they would con- 
tribute towards the permanent fund, 
his own country, .Jmerica, would 
furnish means for the buildings? 
To refuse such a condition would 
have been to bring a stain on his 
native land. The honour, there- 
fore, of the American name unites 
with the goodness of the cause in 
sustaining the fervent hope and 
humble trust, that this stipulation 
will be fulfilled. The Ohio Se- 
minary will succeed: Americans 
will do something to erect the 
buildings, when their religious 
bretiiren in England have done so 
much for its permanent support. 

If it be said that other Colleges 
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and means of Learning are in being 
at the West, why then cause this 
Institution to lift up her voice above 
the rest foraid? Itis answered.— 
No disparagement whatever is 
meant to any other School or Col- 
lege.—W ould that all the means of 
contending with ignorance and vice 
at the West were tenfold what 
they are; and it is in perfect ac- 
cordance with such a wish, that the 
undersigned would call the «iten- 
tion of his country to Kenyon Col- 
lege, in particular, simply, becvuse 
from its peculiar management on its 
own domain, the necessary expens- 
es of education, board, &c. ure so 
unusually moderate as to be within 
the reach of thousands who other- 
wise never could be educated.— 
W hat will the public say when they 
are told that for 40 weeks term, all 
the expenses (except clothing and 
books) will not exceed, for Stu- 
dents in the Grammar Schocl $60, 
in the College $70, and at Divinity 
$50, which is less than one-third 
of what is common in the Eastern 
Colleges,and essentially lower than 
perhaps is to be found in the world. 
Thus nothing is wanting but the 
necessary buildings to insure suc- 
cess, and the means to this end are 
now humbly solicited. 

God save our Country from I[g- 
norance and Sin, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


PHILANDER CHASE. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 21, 1826. 


P. S. Printers throughout the 
U. States, who are disposed to aid 
this great object, are respectfully 
solicited to publish this appeal, and 
such benevolent persons as find it 
in their hearts to contribute, are 
requested to send their benefac- 
tions to either of the following 
gentlemen :— 


Leonard Kip, Esq. President of 
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the North River Bank, New- 
York. 
Wm. Jones, Esq. Philadelphia. 
Com. Tingey, Washington. 
J. M‘Niel, Esq. New-Orleans. 
Chas. Sigourney, Esq. Hartford. 





Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


E. A. Newton, Esq. Boston. 


Books or apparatus adapted to 
the elucidation of the Arts and Sci- 
ences, will be most gratefully re 
ceived. 


—— > or 
ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Baitisa anp Forercn Bisrte 
Society. 


~ Spocrypha—Continental Agents— 
Expense. 


Our readers will recollect the 
long and animated controversy 
which this Society excited in Eng- 
land, between the friends of this 
system for the distribution of the 
word of life, and those who thought 
the principles embodied in the sys- 
tem dangerous in their tendency, 
chiefly dignitaries of the Church 
of England, and friends and patrons 
of the two venerable Societies in 
connection with the establishment. 
A similar controversy took place in 
this country. The points in con- 
troversy, on both sides the Atlan- 
tic were the same—the one on 
which the controversy turned was, 
the circulation of the scriptures 
without note or comment, though 
a great variety of collateral sub- 
iects came into discussion. 

* Within the course of the last 
year, this magnificent Institution 
has exhibited a feature which is 
strikingly characteristic of human 
nature, in every situation in which 
men have yet been associated. A 
controversy has sprung up among 
the members of the Society, as far 
as we can judge, purely on the 

rinciple of dissent, which has ex- 
cited deep feeling, and caused the 
secession of several valuable aux- 


iliaries. We are decidedly friends 


of the Bible cause, but we have 
never approved of the grand prin- 
ciple of these Institutions, and we 
have been long convinced, that 
however its friends did, in profess- 
ton, in practice they did not ap- 
prove of it. We do not intend this 
as a reflection; we have never 
doubted their sincerity; but we 
conceive a contrariety in their pro- 
fessions and practice, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case. unavoida- 
ble. Without note or comment 
indeed, but comment viva voce, the 
scriptures have been, and will con- 
tinue to be circulated by the most 
zealous patrons of the Bible So- 
ciety. 

We have been led to these re- 
marks by the following paragraph, 
extracted from the Christian Guar- 
dian. 


‘* The very decided approbation 
with which the Anti-apocryphal 
Resolutions were received at the 
Anniversary of the Bibie Society, 
induced us, in common with many 
others, to hope that the controver- 
sy which had been so long carried 
on, with reference to that valuable 
institution, would speedily cease, 
and a spirit of harmony and con- 
cord would again generally prevail. 
This expectation has not yet been 
realized. On the contrary, nume- 
rous pamphlets, &c. have since ap- 
peared ; several Scottish auxilia- 
ries have announced their secess- 











ion ; two individuals of some emi- 
nence, publicly stated their dissat- 
isfaction at the late Guildford meet- 
ing; and an attempt has recently 
been made in London to excite a 
schism, by means of a public meet- 
ing.” 


We regret the existence of the 


facts here stated, on the ground of . 


a belief that this Institution has 
been, and will continue to be, not- 
withstanding every circumstance, 
beneficial to mankind. 

The leading reasons given for 
secession, are, the Apocryphal cir- 
culation—the continental agents— 
and the expense of management. 


“1. The distribution of the 
Apocrypha by the Bible Society 
appears now completely at an end. 
The resolutions of the last Gene- 
ral meeting preclude the applica- 
tion of any part of the Society’s 
funds to this purpose ; and the pre- 
sent Committee have evinced their 
anxiety to adhere strictly to these 
resolutions.” 

‘It is however asserted, that al- 
though the distribution of the Apoc- 
rypha by the Bible Society is at 
present suspended, yet that the 
Committee and officers of the So- 
ciety have certain Apocryphal lean- 
ings. by which they will eventually 
be induced to renew that circula- 
tion, and which therefore render 
them unworthy of confideuce-— 
That certain members of the Com- 
mittee, and certain officers of the 
Society are favorable to Apocry- 
phal circulation is sufficieutly ob- 
vious; and that they sometimes 
manifest their partiality by very 
absurd and impolitic speeches and 
propositions can scarcely be de- 
nied : but that the Bible Commit- 
tee, asa Committee, are influenced 
by such leanings, yet remains to be 
proved.” 
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‘*2. ‘The Society is charged with 
employing in some instunces, lofi- 
dels, Deists, Socinians, Neologists, 
&c. &c. as translators of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and agents tor their dis- 
persion ; by whom the funds of the 
Institution have been improperly 
wasted, and the circulation of the 
Scriptures designedly delayed and 
impeded. We fear that these char- 
ges are not altogether unfounded. 
The moral darkness of the Conti- 
nent, far exceeds all the ideas of 
our countrymen in general; and 
those who only hastily travel from 
place to place, are by no means 
equal to guard agains: the devices 
of crafty and designing men. Hence 
we doubt not that in some cases, 
the officers of the Bible Society 
have been completely deceived, 
and have in consequence employed 
and countenanced persons with 
whom they ought not to have had 
any connexion. But we do not be- 
lieve that the Committee have 
knowingly employed and encourag- 
ed Infidels, Persecutors, and other 
notorious enemies of the Gospel of 
Christ.” 

‘*3. The third objection is the 
profuse expenditure of the Society, 
and the aesigned concealment of 
certain salaries and items of ex- 
pense. The expense of manage- 
ment is very great, and forms a se- 
rious incumbrance on the funds, 
not only of this, but of all other 
charitable Institutions, which on 
many accounts deserves careful in- 
vestigation. The only salaries or 
gratuities which appear to have 
been concealed, are those of Lean- 
der Van Ess (£300 per annum), 
and Professor Kieffer (£210 per 
annum )—these salaries we confess, 
appear to us large, especially con- 
sidering the cheapness of foreign 
countries ; though at the same time 
we are not prepared to say that the 
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labours of the learned Professors 
m:; ot justly entitle them to such 
remuneration.”” ** That Commit- 
tee miy have erred in various re- 
spects. They may be, and we 
think they are too unwilling to at- 
tend to complaint and remonstrance 
—too ready to consider the public 
voice as the mere cry of a faction 
—too prone to attribute honest and 
conscientious opposition to corrupt 
and sinister motives. A little more 
common sense, a little more readi- 
ness to communicate information, a 
little more patient attention, Chris- 
tian humility, and mutual forbear- 
ance would have averted the bitter 
trials with which they and their 
predeces<ors have been exercised. 
Bu! we must maintain that there is 
no eviv ence of dishonest intention, 
of -orrupt participation, or of mer- 
cenity motive in the existing Com- 
mittee ; and therefore we contend 
there 1s no ground for withdrawing 
from their support.” 

‘‘ if there are apocryphal lean- 
ings—if there are corrupt conti- 
nental agents—if ther® is profuse 
and wasteful expenditure, we call 
upon Protestants, upon Christians, 
upon wise and benevolent men, to 
come forward that they may exam- 
ine & extinguish the existing evils ; 
and not to confirm and aggravate 
them by entrusting the whole con- 
cern iuto the hands of those very 
persons in whom they declare, by 
the very act of secession, they 
have no confidence.” 


These extracts, taken from a 
publication decidedly friendly to 
the Society, may be sufficient to 
shew the state of the controversy. 
It has operated, with other causes, 
to produce aconsiderable diminu- 
tion of the income of the Society. 

We have also seen « statement 
of the decrease of the funds of the 


American Bible Society, for the 
last six months—this is, however, 
sufficiently accounted for, by the 
constant increase of other Socie- 
ties, and the vast funds which are 
collected for their various benevo- 
lent objects. 





CONSTITUTION 


Of the General Protestant Eyisco- 
pal Sunday School Union Society. 


Art. I.—This Society shal! be 
called Tue GeneraL Protestant 
Eriscopan Sunpay Scroor Un- 
ION. 

Art. II.—It shall consist of the 
Bishops, and of the Clerical and 
Lay Deputies to the General Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and of the members of 
such Sunday School Societies, and 
of the Clergy and Superintendants 
of such particular Sunday Schools, 
as may become auxiliary to the So- 
ciety, by paying into its funds the 
sum of $2 for each Sunday School, 
or Sunday School Society, sending 
to it a copy of the constitution and 
list of the officers of the school or 
society, and making an annual re- 
port to it. 

Arr. IfI.—The presiding Bish- 
op shall be, ex officio, President of 
the Society, and the other Bishops, 
ex officio, Vice Presidents. 

Art. I[V.—The business of the 
Society shall be conducted by a 
Board of Managers, consisting of 
the President, the Vice Presidents, 
a Treasurer, and a Secretary, fifty 
clergymen and laymen to be cho-en 
at the triennial meeting of the So- 
ciety, and those of the clergy of 
the place where the Board of Ma- 
nagers meet who may have Sunday 
Schools in union with the Society. 
This Board shall appoint an execn- 
tive committee, consisting of the 














Bishops, and seven other members 
of the Board, to transact such busi- 
ness as may be committed to them 
by the Board. In all questions in 
the Board of Managers, if it be re- 
quired by any one manager, the 
vote shall be taken by orders, a 
majority of the Bishops, and of the 
Clergy, and of the Laity, present, 
being in such case necessary to the 
validity of any act of the Board.— 
The same rule shall apply to the 
executive committee. Nine mem- 
bers of the Board of Managers, of 
whom a Bishop mast be one, shall 
constitute a quorum; and four 
members, of whom a Bishop must 
be one, shall forma quorum of the 
executive committee. 

Art. V.—The Board of Mana- 
gers shall have authority to recom- 
mend a system of general Sunday 
School instruction, and also the 
books and tracts for the same.— 
Any Sunday School Society, or any 
particular Sunday School, which 
may contribute funds to this Soci- 
ety. shall be entitled to receive to 
the amount of its contribution in 
such books or tracts as it may se- 
Ject from among those recommend- 
ed by the Board of Managers. 

Art. VI.—General meetings of 
the Society shall be held triennially 
during the session of the General 
Convention, at the place of meeting 
thereof, when the Board of Mana- 
gers shall report the state of the 
Society, and the election of officers 
shall take place. The Board of 
Managers, and the Executive Com- 
mittee, sha!] meet as often as cir- 
cumstances require, in the City of 
New-York. 

Art. VII.—All Sunday Schools 
and Sunday Scheol Societies in un- 
ion with this Society, shall make 
an annual return, by the Ist dav of 
June, tothe Secretary, of the st ite 
ef their schools or societies, the 
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names of their officers, &c. The 
Executive Committee shall pre- 
pare therefrom an annual report to 
be submitted to the Board of Min- 
agers, which, when agreed to by 
the Board, shall be published, and 
circulated as they may direct. 

Ant. VItl.—Contributions, do- 
nations, and bequests to this Socte- 
ty, the objects of which are sot 
designated, shall go to the publica- 
tion of books and tracts, uncer the 
direction of the Board of Mana- 
gers. 

Arr. IX.—A permanent fund 
shall be established by the Board 
of Managers, of any moneys given 
tothe Society for that specific par- 
pose, of which the interest only 
shall be at the disposal of the Board 
of Managers. 

Art. X.—Amendments of this 
Constitution miy be made by the 
consent of the Board of Managers, 
and of the Society 


Honouru.-——{t is stated in let- 
ters from the Missionaries in this 


quarter, that in their own cussion 
20,000 persons are in « course of 
instruction ; and 2000 observe pri- 
vate and family devolion. Some 


of the most powerful clitets are sta- 
ted to afford evidence of piety. 


Danville College.—Great exer- 
tions are making by the synod of 
Presbyterian Churches in Ken- 
tucky, to place this institution on a 
firm foundation, and to connect a 
Theological Seminary with it.— 
Members of the Synod gave their 
notes for sums which they expect- 
ed to obtain in their different char- 
ges to the amount of $10,000. 


Western Reserve College.—C hief- 
ly throu.h the exertions of the 
Congregation i Miss:onaries on the 
Connecticnt Reserve, a College has 























STOR PP a 


of aS 












x, Ss 








354 


been established at Hudson, not far 
from Cleveland, and the route of 
the Ohio canal. Two soliciting 
agents are expected to pass the 
winter in Connecticut, for the pur- 

ose of obtaining funds for the Col- 
Sige: Kenyon College and Semi- 
nary, established in Knox county, 
will go into immediate operation 
under the direction of Bishop 
Chase. There are other Colleges 
in Ohio in operation, and we be- 
lieve well endowed. We do not 
see the necessity of the one for 
which funds are to be solicited in 
this state. 


From the report of the Special 
Convention of the diocese of Penn- 
sylvania, it appears that in that Di- 
ocese there are 59 Clergymen, and 
$4 Parishes. 


National Preacher.—It is said 
that upwards of 4000 copies of the 
National Preacher are circulated 
this year, and the probuability is, 
that it will be still more extensively 
patronized the next. Only six or 
seven numbers have been yet pub- 
hshed. These contain sermons 
from several eminent Presbyterian 
divines. The sermons are able, 
and some of them specimens of 
elegant composition. The sermons 
are of a practical character, and so 
far calculated to instruct and edify. 
We are sorry to understand, that 
the work is to be conducted on 
such a plan, that the distinctive 
doctrines of the Bible will probably 
be lost sight of, in the solicitude to 
give general circulation to the 
work, and to avoid any doctrinal 
views, which may be thought cal- 
culated to give offence to any de- 
nomination from which it may be 
thought desirable or possible to ob- 
tain patronage. The danger to be 
apprehended is, that while it may 
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do good in one respect, its liberal 
character may weaken still farther 
the attachment of orthodox Chris- 
tians to what are considered by 
them, distinctive tenets, and very 
justly peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel. We would preserve these 
at every hazard. Popularity we 
conceive, can be no _ justifica- 
tion for an abandonment of them, 
and we earnestly hope the con- 
ductor will not sacrifice even the 
peculiar tenets of his own deno- 
mination, to that liberality which 
is sustained at the expense of sound 
Theology, and which more than 
any other cause has given strength 
and confidence, and influence and 
rapid increase to the various and 
wide spreading systems of error. 


a cod 


OBITUARY. 


Rev. Josernx Doppringe, M. D. 
a presbyter of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the western part 
of Virginia, and in Ohio, died at 
Wellsburg, Va. on the 8th of No- 
vember, in the 58th year of his 
age This gentlemen was among 
the first Clergymen of the Church, 
who settled in the western States. 
He was instrumental in keeping 
alive several parishes in Virginia 
and Ohio, which by his death must 
be left destitute. There are few 
labourers in that wide extended 
and interesting part of our Master’s 
vineyard. This is the second 
death which has occurred among 
the small number of Clergy in 
Ohio, within a few months. Where 
there are so few, the loss of one 
must be deeply felt. We earnest- 


ly hope that many may be induced 
to go into that interesting field of 
neefulness. 





